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made no such pecuniary profit from licences
as the Popes had done. To take one more
example, the severity of the criminal law
is often charged against the eighteenth
century, and by a confusion of thought
against the Church in that century, as though
it were peculiar to that time. The law
and the spirit in which it was carried out
had been unchanged for centuries, and were
to be maintained till Lord Romilly's reforms,
a century ago. Regarding the Church of the
period in this spirit, its historians have sought
out and chronicled its defects, while those
of its predecessor have been ignored. Three
generations have seen it with the eyes of the
men of the Oxford Movement, which was
itself a phase of the romantic movement
of the early nineteenth century, best exempli-
fied for Englishmen in Scott. Now the
eighteenth century was not romantic, and
was just at the distance from the Oxford
divines at which men's forerunners show
most to disadvantage. And those divines,
like each successive ecclesiastical school and
too many individual clergymen, satisfied
their self-esteem and pushed their cause
by depreciating their predecessors. To-day
that century is gaining rapidly in the general
admiration and growing picturesque before